


































 



“Return and reintegration are communicating vessels that one 
complements the other in an effective way” 

Zoe Vanikiotis, Head of Reintegration Unit (AVRR),IOM Office in Greece 







 

 

























 



 





 
 
 
“Back in 2010, I decided to leave Pakistan and 
come to Greece. I wasn’t unemployed or 
anything, but the smugglers managed to convince 
me that in Greece I’d make a fortune in a couple 
of years’ time. I fell for that and I embarked on my 
journey to Europe. 
 
The trip was far from easy. I was walking all night 
long and was hiding during the day. At the borders 
between Iran and Turkey, I got captured by some 
people who demanded 5,000 EUR to let me go. 
Of course, I didn’t have that much money with me 
and I wouldn’t be able to find it even if I could ask 
for money from all my family and friends in 
Pakistan. So, one day that I was alone in the 
room, I jumped off the 3rd floor of the building 
where they held me. I was saved. In total, it took 
me 25 days to complete the journey. I crossed the 
river Evros at the Greek-Turkish border and I was 
finally on Greek soil. 
 
Two years ago, I was strolling on a mountain at 
Heraklion, on the island of Crete and I stumbled 
upon a crying little puppy. It was a new-born, 
probably someone who didn’t want it had 
abandoned it there to die. I took it home with me 
and I named him Mino. He could fit in a teacup, 
that’s how small he was! A couple of elderly 
Germans, my neighbours at the village of Moires, 
helped me with Mino’s vaccines and other 
obligations. 
 
Since that day, Mino and I are inseparable. I take 
him with me at work, we play together and we 
sleep together. He even looks after me when I fall 
ill. I love my Mino! 
 
Many of my compatriots, when they return home 
from Europe, they bring laptops, TV sets and 
other electronic devices with them. But I only want 
to take Mino home with me. I couldn’t leave him 
behind after all that we’ve been through together. 
I am not returning to Pakistan without him. I’ve 
told my children that I am bringing Mino with me 
and they are so excited! I can’t wait to return to 
Pakistan and build him a new dog house”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr SHAKEEL AHMED  
from PAKISTAN 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Alfred and Immaculata are a couple from Kenya who 
have been living in Greece for a number of years 
now. The financial crisis that has hit Greece since 
2009 and the high unemployment rates means that 
finding a job got more and more difficult for economic 
migrants and locals alike. After the arrival of their 
baby boy the couple decided to apply for AVRR, 
implemented by IOM Greece.  

““I lived in Nairobi with my older son and worked in a 
beauty salon. I came here in Greece hoping to get a 
job and provide for my family back to Kenya. I 
thought it would be different from Africa, a change 
for the best. So, I left my son with my mother and 
moved here. It took me more than a year to finally 
get a job as a live-in nanny”.Immaculata says. 

“It’s not easy with the baby, I cannot stay with him 
because I have to work in a live-in job. But how can 
I leave my baby to go and live with another family? 
He’s really young, he needs me, I’ll be punishing 
him. I have no family here to help me and I cannot 
afford a babysitter”, Immaculata explains. “So, we 
have decided to go back to Kenya”, Alfred continues.  

 
“We found out about the AVRR programme through 
some acquaintances and we googled it. And so here 
we are today, waiting for the moment to take the 
plane back to our homeland”. 
 
“And you know, my older boy in Kenya needs me, 
too. My mother takes care of him but he feels lonely, 
he often tells me ‘I’m not happy, I want you to come 
home’. He’s 17 now”, Immaculata says. “However, 
other members of my family cannot believe we want 
to go back, they say ‘no, stay there, don’t come back 
to Kenya’. But, when one lives in Africa, even when 
told that the situation in Greece is not good, they 
don’t seem to understand it. They don’t get how hard 
it is here, they don’t have the first-hand experience, 
they cannot compare. Many of our Greek friends are 
also suffering under the financial crisis, some of 
them are planning to migrate to America”. 
 
“We will be given some assistance by IOM to start 
again in Kenya, so I hope to buy a used pick-up truck 
and start my own transport business, be 
independent and provide for Immaculata and the 
boys. And it’s always nice to be home” says Alfred, 
smiling.

ALFRED and IMMACULATA 
from KENYA



 



 



 



The programme is co-funded by the European Return Fund and Hellenic Ministry of Migration Policy 



























 











 





18,000 Campaign 
Leaflets 

Providing the basic 
description of the 
AVRR programme, 
encouraging people in 
concern to contact 
IOM Greece for 
further information. 

The threefold leaflets 
in 12 languages 
(Greek, English, 
French, Arabic, Urdu, 
Ntari, Farsi, Russian, 
Georgian, Amaric, 
Kurdish – Sorani and 
Bengali) to reach the 
targeted population. 

30,000 views  
in 1 week on Facebook 



400 Campaign Posters in 12 languages 

“With the Implementation of Assisted Voluntary Returns 
including Reintegration measures, you may return to your 
country in safety and dignity.” 

4,400 Campaign Leaflets 

With the Implementation of assisted voluntary 
returns including reintegration measures, you 
can return to your country of origin in safety 
and dignity. 

If you are in the islands of Lesvos, Chios, 
Samos, Leros, Kos without your family and do 
not belong to one of the vulnerable groups, 
you can benefit from IOM with: 

Additional financial assistance for 
Reintegration in your country of origin 
Financial assistance 

 

IOM also provides: 
Information and return counselling 
Assistance with issuance of travel 
documentation 

Issuance of Airport tickets 
Airport assistance 



 



Panel discussion in Lesvos, 22 November 2016.





AVRR Information provision in Kos.





 



 














